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1. BARENTS SEA BOUNDARY. EOREIGN MINISTER FRYDENLUND 
TOLD AMBASSADOR AT APRIL 4 LUNCHEON THAT NORWAY WOULD 
BE APPROACHING USSR SOON TO SUGGEST RESUMPTION THIS 
SPRING OP NEGOTIATIONS TO DELIMIT NORWEGIAN-SOVIET CON- 
TINENTAL SHELL, BUT HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE THAT NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WOULD ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE UNTIL LATER IN YEAR. 
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2. KJELL ELIASSEN, DIRECTOR GENERAL POR LEGAL APPAIRS 
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IN FOREIGN MINISTRY, HAS INFORMED E/C COUNSELOR THAT 
SOVIETS APPARENTLY BELIEVE TIME IS WORKING IN THEIR 
FOVOR. NORWEGIAN EMBASSY IN VIENNA HAS REPORTED 
REMARK TO THIS EFFECT BY KHLESTOV, HEAD OF SOVIET 
MBFR DELEGATION AND CHIEF OF MFA TREATY AND LEGAL 
DIVISION. KHLESTOV'S REASONING, WITH WHICH ELIASSEN 
AGREED, IS THAT THE LOS CONFERENCE IS LIKELY TO 
BROADEN THE "SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES" PROVISION OF THE 
1958 CONTINENTAL SHELF CONVENTION TO THE DETRIMENT 
OF THE MEDIAN LINE PRINCIPLE CLAIMED BY THE NORWEGIANS. 

FOR THIS REASON, AND BECAUSE HE BELIEVES THE SOVIETS 
ARE INCREASINGLY ADOPTING A "MARE NOSTRUM" ATTITUDE 
TOWARD THE BARENTS SEA, ELIASSEN HOPES HE CAN INVITE 
THE SOVIETS TO OSLO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND MOVE THE 
NEGOTIATIONS ALONG. HOWEVER, HE IS ALSO NOT OPTIMISTIC 
THAT THE SOVIETS WILL AGREE TO EARLY RESUMPTION OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS, PARTICULARLY IF ANOTHER LOS CONFERENCE 
SESSION IS SCHEDULE FOR EARLY 1976. 

3. ELIASSEN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE SOVIETS WILL EXPECT 
SOME CONCESSIONS WHEN THEY COME TO OSLO. IT WOULD BE 
DIFFICULT TO INVITE THEM TO OSLO MERELY TO REPEAT THE 
SAME POSITION NORWAY ADVANCED IN MOSCOW IN NOVEMBER 1974. 
THE ONLY ACCEPTABLE CONCESSION HE COULD ENVISAGE AT THIS 
TIME, HOWEVER, WOULD BE SLIGHT REDRAWING OF BASE LINES 
WHICH COULD RESULT IN MEDIAN LINE MORE FAVORABLE TO THE 
USSR. HE CONCEDED THAT SUCH A MODEST STEP WAS UNLIKELY 

TO ADVANCE MATTERS GREATLY. 

4. U.K.-NORWEGIAN BOUNDARY. ELIASSEN CONFIRMED 

THAT NORWEGIAN AND BRITISH CARTOGRAPHERS WERE WORK- 
ING ON FINAL AGREEMENT ON THE EXACT LOCATION OF THE 
TWO COUNTRIES' MEDIAN LINE BOUNDARY BETWEEN 61 DEGREES 
45 MINUTES AND 62 DEGREES. THIS SEGMENT OF THE 
BOUNDARY HAS NOT YET BEEN AGREED UPON. SINCE THE 
BOUNDARY NORTH OF 62 DEGREES HAS ALSONOT BEEN DE- 
LIMITED, THE CARTOGRAPHERS WOULD PROBABLY ALSO WORK 
OUT THE LOCATION OF THE BOUNDARY NORTH OF 62 DEGREES 
TO THE TRI-POINT WHERE THE MEDIAN LINE BETWEEN THE 
FAEROE ISLANDS AND THE U.K. INTERSECTED THE NORWEGIAN- 
U.K. MEDIAN LINE. HE DID NOT ANTICIPATE THAT AN EFFORT 
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TO REACH FINAL AGREEMENT ON THE BOUNDARY NORTH OF 62 
DEGREES WOULD BE MADE AT THIS TIME AND COMMENTED THAT 
THE WATER IS QUITE DEEP IN THAT AREA AND THE EXACT 
LOCATION OF THE TRI-POINT MUST BE SETTLED. 

5. NORWEGIAN-ICELANDIC BOUNDARY - ELIASSEN SAID THAT 
NORWAY HAS RECEIVED NO OVERTURES FROM ICELAND REGARDING 
NEGOTIATING THAT BOUNDARY. HOWEVER, HE HAD HEARD THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

ICELAND MIGHT CLAIM THAT JAN MAYEN WAS A SMALL UNIN- 
HABITED ISLAND AND SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN 
DRAWING THE BOUNDARY LINE. HE DISAGREED WITH THIS CONTENTION 
AND SAID THAT IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR NORWAY TO 
ACCEPT IT. HE ANTICIPATED THAT ICELAND WOULD ASK FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS ON THE BOUNDARY FOLLOWING ONCLUSION 
OF THE GENEVA LOS CONFERENCE TO PREPARE FOR ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF A 200-MILE ICELANDIC FISHING ZONE. 

BYRNE 
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